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S P O T L I G H T: C A L I F O R N I A
mind this building has five professional
sports teams playing in it and they’ve got
to hold six weeks out of their calendar for
playoffs,” he said.
The arena theater or cutdown arena is
not a big favorite for Staples Center,
especially with Nokia Theatre at LA Live
coming on line in October. Add the Nokia
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interests can be targeted, Zeidman said.
“We could bring that to the table.”
In addition, Staples Centers’ marquees
are seen by millions of people throughout
Los Angeles area and Staples Center TV,
which involves 1,200 TV’s in the arena
that promote everything within the
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Venue, Location

Based on concert and event grosses from
Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2006, as reported to Venues Today.

No. of Seats

Total Gross

Attendance

Shows

20,000
18,900
20,000
17,000
16,000

$35,703,565
$16,517,012
$14,808,196
$11,040,404
$9,875,990

500,468
224,987
308,740
201,295
192,475

49
21
38
21
18

15,000
13,800
12,200
13,500
10,500

$7,933,788
$7,025,355
$2,435,506
$2,201,707
$1,661,443

268,648
146,105
41,218
73,084
37,788

64
22
6
7
9

6,089
5,807
11,300
7,000
10,000

$26,000,732
$9,982,022
$3,949,021
$2,256,515
$1,771,287

425,903
182,943
125,230
53,572
80,038

92
43
24
7
21

2,452
1,750
4,562
2,300
1,050

$8,833,409
$5,868,411
$5,613,465
$5,024,468
$4,806,133

190,652
93,611
94,719
154,690
191,334

113
61
27
77
246

15,001 or More Seats

1. Staples Center, Los Angeles
2. Honda Center, Anaheim
3. HP Pavilion at San Jose
4. Arco Arena, Sacramento
5. Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre, Irvine
10,001–15,000 Seats

1. ipayOne Center at the Sports Arena, San Diego
2. Save Mart Center at Fresno State
3. Cox Arena at Aztec Bowl, San Diego
4. Long Beach Arena
5. Rabobank Arena, Bakersfield
5,001–10,000 Seats

1. Gibson Amphitheatre, Universal City
2. Greek Theatre, Los Angeles
3. Selland Arena, Fresno
4. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, San Francisco
5. Stockton Arena
5,000 or Fewer Seats

1. Sacramento Community Theatre
2. The Mountain Winery, Saratoga
3. Santa Barbara Bowl, Santa Barbara
4. The Wiltern, Los Angeles
5. House of Blues, Anaheim

Compiled by Rob Ocampo, HotTickets@venuestoday.com

facility, tenants and services, can be thrown
into the mix. “It was a lot of e-marketing
we got ourselves into,” Zeidman said,
adding the e-news that Staples publishes
monthly.
In 2006, Staples Center hosted 27-28
concerts, plus Cirque du Soleil’s Delirium,
the X-Games, Disney on Ice, Ringling
Bros. and Barnum and Bailey Circus, the
Grammys, the Pac 10 tournament and
reality shows like Dancing with the Stars
and the Contender finale, plus one or two
other boxing events, and Zeidman was
thumbs up on 2007.
“It was a 250-event year for us, so it
was pretty phenomenal when you keep in
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Club, which seats 2,400, and there will be
a natural progression for bands, from
2,400 to 7,000 to 18,000 seats. Even
without Nokia Theatre, the push has been
to build acts into arena shows, not half
houses, Zeidman said. “We sold two Tool
shows out for the whole arena last year; we
sold The Killers out in three hours, which
was pretty phenomenal.”
As to the outlook for 2007, “we’re
very strong,” he said, mentioning return
engagements of most of the venues nonconcert events along with rumored tours
with Mana and Prince that “we hope play
our facility.” But always, “our problem is
when we get to April and May, it’s tough

because we have to hold those dates; we
have two potential NBA playoff teams,”
Zeidman said.
Triple the staff at the Honda Center
in Anaheim
All the Ducks are in a row, so to speak, at
Honda Center, home of the Anaheim
Ducks of the National Hockey League.
Season ticket sales are up from 7,000 to
12,450, said Tim Ryan, CEO of Anaheim
Arena Sports. “Everything is pointing in
the right direction which is great news;
from ownership on down everyone is
pretty happy.”
The first quarter of 2007 is off to a fast
start, which is hopefully indicative of a
strong year, Ryan said. “We hope this year
to surpass 30 concerts, which for us is a
huge success. AEG and Live Nation
continue to support us at the highest
possible level. We did 28 concerts in
2006.”
Honda Center is budgeted to do 175
solid event days, which for a one-tenant
arena is a very busy building, he said. “We
have a five-year plan and things are
marching in step with that plan.” That
plan started 18 months ago, when
Anaheim Arena Sports took over the
Ducks and the whole package came under
one management team. Having a winning
hockey team is helping propel them
toward that end. The Ducks are in the
midst of the longest sellout streak since
1997 and have a good chance of selling out
the rest of the season, Ryan added. Every
suite is sold, club seat sales at at a record
high and the number of sponsors has
tripled.. “That’s an awful lot of good news
here,” he said. So are they profitble?
“Close,” Ryan responded.
On the concert side, “it’s great to see
shows like Eric Clapton, which sold out in
a day in March, new bands like Fall Out
Boys that are currently on sale and reunion
tours like the Police shaping up. This
continues to be a strong market for highend Hispanic shows and there will be
plenty of those on the calendar in 2007,”
Ryan said.
Ryan, like his peers, has looked to
non-concert bookings more and more.
Boxing has visited and “Ultimate Fighting
has made Honda Center at least a once a
year stop and is doing huge numbers when
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