VT SPOTLIGHT

form exclusively at the Stardust Hotel and
Casino.
“It’s a good model,” Wishna said, adding
that it works for fans, entertainers, and venues
alike. The fans know where to find their
favorite performer and can plan vacations
around it and the performers are able to stay in
one place for an extended period of time and
build their show around one venue. “In
essence, we bring the world to them.”
Wishna said Vegas has taken that concept
to an entirely new level with large-scale productions such as Cirque de Soleil and Disney’s
The Lion King becoming regular features on
the Strip. The types of musicians performing
residencies is also expanding, with country star
Garth Brooks performing regularly at the
Wynn and rock legend Santana playing the
Joint through 2010.
Wishna said he expects the model to continue evolving and fans may see multiple headliners-in-residencies in a single year, as well as
two headliners sharing the stage in a split bill.
He maintains that the residency model has
fewer challenges than with any other model.
“The only challenge is who will replace
existing name talent five, 10 or 20 years from
now,” he said, adding that his latest venture,
Rock City Club, addresses that by “growing
the next generation of stars” to work alongside
current big names in entertainment, and, in
essence creating their place as headliner-in-residence in the coming years.
As founder of Rockrena, the company
behind Rock City and Rock City Club Las
Vegas, Wishna said the end-product concept is
that Rock City will have a performance showroom, an exhibition space, a retail component,
and a restaurant. Wishna said they are still in
negotiations with a large gaming partner to
establish the first physical club, Rock City Las
Vegas. The Rock City Club web site recently
launched and is a fan-driven site where members identify the best new artists and bands
from worldwide searches. Fans can join and
new artists and bands submit their audition
videos.
While Meglen and Wishna both support
and promote the headliner-in-residence con-

cept, Palms owner George Maloof said he
thinks it is a sensitive model and only certain
acts can work with it.
The Pearl at the Palms doesn’t currently
employ the resident model and despite rumors
of talks with Lady Gaga, Maloof said there
were no formal discussions with the pop star
and he is not sure if they will utilize the resident model in the near future.
“I think there are just very few acts that
can pull it off and the ones that can, don’t
wanna do it,” Maloof said.
Maloof said in looking ahead in 2010, the
Pearl will continue along the same philosophy
as last year, offering strong headline entertainment in a diverse category of genres as well as
other successful events like awards shows.
“We had an unbelievable lineup last
year,” he said, citing big names that played the
Pearl in 2009 such as Mariah Carey, Jay-Z,

Lady Gaga, Kid Rock, Rob Zombie, The Cure,
Depeche Mode, and the Nine Inch Nails/Jane’s
Addiction tour.
Maloof said the Pearl was not badly
affected by the economic crisis, but did mention that tickets have been selling later than in
the past, although roughly 90 percent of shows
still sell out.
“Vegas is still challenged but I think people are getting used to it,” Maloof said. “Live
entertainment is still important.”
Contracts for the 2010 lineup at the Pearl
are still in negotiations. So far, Jay-Z is confirmed for March 27, comedian Lisa
Lampinelli for Feb. 13, and New Kids on the
Block for May 8.
Interviewed for this story: John Meglen, (323) 930-5706;
Jack Wishna, (702) 990-3828; George Maloof, (702) 9427777
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Based on concert and event grosses from Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2009, as reported to Venues Today.

Cher at the Colosseum at Caesars Palace.

VENUE, LOCATION

NO. OF SEATS

TOTAL GROSS

ATTENDANCE SHOWS

1. The Colosseum at Caesars Palace

4,148

$80,437,036

614,954

193

2. Thomas & Mack Center

18,500

$22,039,556

399,384

61

3. The Joint

4,000

$15,231,823

169,699

75

4. Mandalay Bay Events Center

12,000

$11,242,675

80,784

9

5. MGM Grand Garden Arena

16,800

$10,405,616

84,348

7

6. Sam Boyd Stadium

45,000

$7,232,521

101,365

4

7. Orleans Arena

9,000

$2,939,427

94,882

22

8. House of Blues

1,800

$1,592,362

66,607

77

9. Cox Pavillion

3,500

$370,145

15,789

14

10. Planet Hollywood

7,000

$188,592

2,868

1
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