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VT 2012 TEXAS
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
AUSTIN
TOWER AMPHITHEATRE AT
CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
PO Box 849, 78767
(512) 301-6600
info@circuitoftheamericas.com
http://circuitoftheamericas.com
CAPACITY: The Tower Amphitheater
- 15,000 seats
OPENING DATE: April 5,2013
COST OF CONSTRUCTION: $400
million for entire racetrack project
STAKEHOLDERS: Owner: Bobby
Epstein & Red McCombs;
Architect: HKS Inc., Miroe Rivera
Architects, Tilke GmbH; Tickets Primary: Ticketmaster;
Concessions - Sodexo
CONTACTS: Pres.: Steve Sexton;
Media: Ali Putnam,
ali.putnam@circuitoftheamericas.c
om; Booker: Paul Thornton, TAG
Presents, (208) 447-8435
FEATURES: The next element of the
purpose-built, year-old Grand Prix
track opens with a Kenny Chesney
concert April 5. The stage rigging
can handle 140,000 pounds.

SAN ANTONIO

518,000 sq. ft. and add the largest
ballroom in Texas at 52,000 sq. ft.
To break ground this fall for a July
2016 opening.
TOBIN CENTER FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS
700 N. St. Mary’s St., Ste. 125,
78205
(210) 223-3333
Fax: (210) 224-0980
luann.stidham@bexarperformingarts.org
http://tobincenter.org
CAPACITY: Performing Arts Center
- 1,761 seats; 183,000 sq. ft.;
Suites: 27; Studio Theatre - 230
seats
OPENING DATE: Sept. 2014
COST OF CONSTRUCTION: $203 million
STAKEHOLDERS: Owner: Bexar
County Performing Arts Center
Foundation; Architect: LMN and
Marmon Mok; Design: Fisher
Dachs Associates
CONTACTS: Pres.: J. Bruce Bugg Jr.,
(210) 930-5160; Exec. Asst.: LuAnn
Stidham, (210) 913-4887; Interim
MD: David Green; PR: Jim Devlin,
(210) 227-0221, ext. 236
FEATURES: Project is a renovation
and expansion of the historic San
Antonio Municipal Auditorium
originally built in 1926. Named for
$15-million donor. Will host the
San Antonio Symphony, Ballet,
and Opera. Currently seeking a
new CEO.

HENRY B. GONZALEZ
CONVENTION CENTER
(RENOVATION)
P.O. Box 1809, 78205
(210) 207-8500
Fax: (210) 223-1495
csefinfo@sanantonio.gov
www.sahbgcc.com
CAPACITY: Convention Center WACO
1,300,000 sq. ft.; Exhibit Space 440,000 sq. ft.; Grand Ballroom - BAYLOR STADIUM AT BAYLOR
UNIVERSITY
39,600 sq. ft.
CAPACITY: Stadium - 45,000 seats
OPENING DATE: 2016
(expandable to 55,000); Suites: 36
COST OF CONSTRUCTION: $325 milOPENING DATE: 2014
lion
COST OF CONSTRUCTION: $250 milSTAKEHOLDERS:
lion
Management/Owner: City; Tickets
STAKEHOLDERS: Architect: Populous
- Primary: Ticketmaster;
CONTACTS: AD.: Ian McCaw; Sr. Dir.
Architect: Design/build team
of Development: Greg Davis, (254)
includes Hunt Zachary, Populous,
710-8456
Marmon/Mok
FEATURES: Built on a 93-acre site
CONTACTS: Dir.: Mike Sawaya, (210)
and expected to be completed in
207-8553,
Fall of 2014. Will replace Floyd
msawaya@sanantonio.gov; Mgr.:
Casey Stadium. 85% of premium
Jeff Cook, (210) 207-5762,
suites are sold. Now selling 79 loge
jeffrey.cook@sanantonio.gov
boxes. Bear Heights Club Seats
FEATURES: Expansion will increase
will be next. The city of Waco
contiguous exhibit space to
invested $35 million in the project.
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even be additional money added to the goal of a $10-million endowment
fund, he said. The county passed bonds for $100 million and the city
donated the land and the existing Municipal Auditorium, which is being
rebuilt as a performing arts center, and the neighboring fire department
headquarters, which will be offices.
The building sits on the Riverwalk and will have two front doors.
The Riverwalk door will open onto a 600-capacity area for outdoor
events. There is also a 250-seat studio theater.
Besides location, and boasting rights that you can arrive by river taxi,
the Tobin Center’s claim to fame is a very flexible 750-seat
performance hall which has the ability to change from raked seating to a flat
floor configuration in 15 minutes, literally with the touch of a button.
“It gives us tremendous flexibility. We can raise the flat floor to be at
stage level. We can also create cabaret and tiered-seating settings, so we can
have various kinds of events in the main hall,” Devlin said of the potential.
THE BIGGEST BALLROOM IN TEXAS
When complete in 2016, Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in San
Antonio will include a 52,000-sq.-ft. ballroom, the biggest in Texas, and
518,000 sq. ft. of contiguous exhibit space.
The original building opened in 1968 and was expanded in 1999,
but when renovations are complete this time, nothing will be left of the
original building but the artwork, said Mike Sawaya, director.
It’s fully financed and currently under design. Hunt Zachary’s
design/build team includes Populous and Marmon/Mok Architects.
They were selected last July.
The 2,400-seat Lila Cockrell Theatre was refurbished in 2010 for
$26 million and everything else that wasn’t renovated in 1999 is being
redone from the ground up. “We’re a historic city, 300 years old in 2018,
but we’re also progressive,” Sawaya noted.
The venue is in schematic design phase now, with groundbreaking
planned for September. With the river on one side and a highway on the
other, the only limitations are the size of the footprint. They are even
moving an interstate ramp off Market Street to make this happen. And
there will be a new pedestrian connection to the Alamodome next door.
“When we demolish the old west side of the building it creates a
new civic park, a rebirth of Hemisfair Park,” Sawaya said. “On the
northwest corner of the building we vacate will be a civic park, which is
fronted on the river. It will be fabulous.”
The venue will be fully functional throughout renovation. In fact,
in 2015, San Antonio will host the Seventh Day Adventists International
Conference, which draws 100,000 over 11 days and will involve the convention center and the Alamodome. “You can’t do a general assembly
for 50,000 and it be walking distance without the dome. We have connectivity, or you can walk along the Riverwalk if you want,” Sawaya
said. “We have over 5,000 hotel rooms. Add the civic park and the new
convention center, we have a great destination.”
DESTINATION AUSTIN
The Circuit of the Americas in Austin is much more than a Formula
One racetrack, though that is its initial claim to fame.
On April 5, the next major element of the year-old venue, the 15,000-capacity Tower Amphitheater, opens with a Kenny Chesney concert.
Paul Thornton, TAG Presents, who is booking and operating the
shed and booking musical events for the entire complex, said the
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